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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) An image processing method for performing image processing on 
image data comprising: 

generating face region information to identify the face region ftom said image data; and 
perfonning noise reduction on the face region of said image data based on said face 
i-egion information^ 

wherein said noise reduction is selectively performed base d on an ooeraring mode of a 
device perfor ming said image processing. 

2. (CuiTCtttly amended) A digital camera comprising: 

aa image processing nnit that performs m o&ns for porforming image processing including 
contour correction on a shot image; 

fl face region identification unit that analyzes mcona for analyzing an image after Jhe 
contour correction to generate face region information to identify the face region; 

a noise reduction unit that performs mcano for porforming noise reduction on the face 
region of the image after the contour correction based on said face region infomiation; 

a photography photographiiag mode determination unit that determines m.oano for 
determining the photography p hotogrpphing mode of said shot image; and 

a control nnit that operates nicanfl for operating said face region jdenttfi^^t^gn unit 
identifying meanfl and said noise reduction unit mean* depending on said photQpyaphy 
photographing mode. 

3. (Currently amended) The digital camera according to claim 2. further compriging: 
a Photography mode switch on a mai n body of said camera, 

wherein said photography mode determination unit moms determines said photography 
mode based on a mode selection signal from the photography mode svritch on the camera main 



PAGE 7/19 * RCVD AT 4/30/2007 1:49:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:^^^ 



04/30/2007 13:40 7037612376 



MCGINN IPLAW GROUP 



PAGE 08/19 



10/689,606 6 
F03-161818M/YS 

body. 

4. (Cutrently amended) Tlie digital camera according to claim 2, wherein said control unit 
m&ms operates said face region u^entification imit id e ntif>nng na e aa s and said noise reduction. 
unit means based on a portrait mode determined by said photography mode detemiination unit 

5. (Currently amended) The digital camera according to claim 2, wherein said control unU 
mems operates said face region identification unit idontifiing moono and said noise reduction 
unit j««a«3 based on a high-speed photography mode determined by said photography mode 
dcteimtnation unit means. 

6. (Cuirently amended) An image processing program executable by ^ computer to perfoan 
an image processing method for performing image processing on image data, said method 
comorising: ^reg ram cauoing a comp ut er to son'o oa moano for 

generating face region information to identify the face region from said image data; and 
m oons for 

performing noise reduction on the face region of the image data, 
wherein said noise reduction is selectively nerfomied based on an operating m9de of a 
device performing said image n rocessing. 

7. (Currently amended) Tlie digital camera according to claim 4, wherein said control unit 
tneans operates said face region identification unit ide^^i^yin&^a^ea^ and said noise reduction 
unit means based on a higJi-speed photography mode determined by said photography mode 
determination unit means . 

8. (New) Tlie digital camera according to claim 2, wherein said noise reduction unit 
performs noise reduction exclusively on said face region using a low-pass filter. 
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9. (New) The digital camera according to claim 2> wherein said face region comprises a 
plurality of face regions, said face region identification unit identifying said plurality of face 
tegjons and said noise reduction unit perfonning noise reduction on said plurality of face regions. 

10- (New) The digital camera according to claim 2, whereijj. said control unit controls said 
face region jdentification unit and said noise reduction unit such that said analysing said 
information to identify said face region and said noise reduction are not performed when a mode 
other than a high-speed photography mode and a portrait mode are determined hy said 
photography mode determination unit 

1 1 . (New) The digital camera according to claim 2, further comprising: 

a shutter button and an operation switch which are connected to said control unit, 
wherein said control unit performs control including at least one of automatic focus, 

automatic exposure, and automatic white balance based on an input from one of said shutter 

button and said operation switch. 

12. (New) The digital camera according to claim 2, fttrther comprising: 
a lens comprising an automatic focus mechanism. 

13. (New) The digital camera according to claim 12, further comprising: 

a charge-coupled device (CCD) in a position corresponding to a focal point of said lens. 

1 4. (New) The digital camera according to claim 13, further comprising: 

an analog signal processor for performing analog processing on a picture signal which is 
output from said CCD, and outputting RGB signals corresponding to said picture signal. 

1 5. (New) The digital camera according to claim 14, wherein said analog signal processor 
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comprises a Correlated Double Sampling (CDS) circuit for performing noise reductiou on said 
picture signal, and an Automatic Gain Control (AGC) circuit for performing level adjustment on 
said picture signal by way of gain adjustment. 

16. (New) The digital camera according to claiit) 1 4, fUrthet comprising: 

an analog-to-digital (A/D) converter which converts said RGB signals sequentially 
applied by the analog signal processor to digital RGB signals. 

17. (New) The digital camera according to claim 16, further comprising: 

a digital signal processor for converting said digital RGB signals to image data 
comprising luminance data and color-difference data. 

1 8. (New) The digital camera according to claim 17, fUrther comprising: 
a memory for temporarily storing said image data. 

19. (New) The digital camera according to claim 18, wherein said face region identification 
unit receives said image data from said memoiy and generates said face region information by 
using said image data. 
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